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447. 1. 

KONINKLIJKE BOODSCHAP. 

Aan 
de Tiveede Kamer der Staten-Generaal. 

Wij bieden U hiernevens ter overweging aan een ontwerp 
van wet (en bijlage) tot goedkeuring van het Statuut van de 
Voedsel en Landbouworganisatie der Vereenigde Naties. 

De toelichtende memorie, die het wetsontwerp vergezelt, 
bevat de gronden, waarop het rust. 

En hiermede bevelen Wij U in Godes heilige bescherming. 

's-Gravenhage, den 12 April 1947. 

W I L H E L M I N A . 

447. 2. 

ONTWERP VAN W E T . 

W I J W I L H E L M I N A , BIJ DE GRATIE GODS, KONINGIN DER 
NEDERLANDEN, PRINSES \ A N ORANJE-NASSAU, ENZ., ENZ., ENZ. 

Allen, die deze zullen zien of hooren lezen, saluut! doen te 
•weten: 

Alzoo Wij in overweging genomen hebben, dat het vanwege 
Ons te Quebec op 16 Öctober 1945 onderteekende Statuut van 
de Voedsel en Landbouworganisatie van de Vereenigde Naties 

alvorens te kunnen worden bekrachtigd, ingevolge artikel 60, 
lid 2, der Grondwet de goedkeuring der Staten-Generaal behoeft; 

Zoo is het, dat Wij, den Raad van State gehoord, en met 
gemeen overleg der Staten Generaal, hebben goedgevonden en 
verstaan, gelijk Wij goedvinden en verstaan bij deze: 

Artikel I. 

Het vanwege Ons te Quebec op 16 October 1945 ondertee
kende Statuut van de Voedsel en Landbouworganisatie van de 
Vereenigde Naties, in afdruk nevens deze wet gevoegd, wordt 
goedgekeurd. 

Artikel II. 

Deze wet treedt inwerking met ingang vam den dag na dien 
harer afkondiging. 

Lasten en bevelen, dat deze in het Staatsblad zal worden 
geplaatst en dat alle Ministerieele Departementen, Autoriteiten, 
Colleges en Ambtenaren, wie zulks aangaat, aan de nauwkeurige 
uitvoering de hand zullen houden. 

Gegeven te , den 

De Minister van Landbouw, Visschcrij 
en Voedselvoorziening, 

De Minister van Buitenlandsche Zaken, 

Handelingen der Staten-Generaal. Bijlagen. 1946—1947. 
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Constitution of the food and agriculture organization of the 
United Nations 

Preamble 

The Nations accepting this Constitution, being determined to 
promote the common welfare by furthering separate and eol
Iective action on their part for the purposes of 

raising levels of nutrition and standards of living of the peoples 
under their respective jurisdictions, 

seeuring improvements in the efficiency of the production and 
distribution of all food and agricultural products, 

bettering the condition of rural populations, and thus contri
bnting toward an expanding world economy, 

hereby establish the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, hereinafter referred to as the „Organization", 
through which the Members will report to one another on the 
measures taken and the progress achieved in the fields of action 
set forth above. 

Article I 

Fundions of the Organization 

1. The Organization shall collect, analyse, interpret, and 
disseminate information relating to nutrition, food and agri
culture. 

2. The Organization shall promote and, where appropriate, 
shall recommend national and international action with 
respect to 

(a) scientific, technological, social, and economie research 
relating to nutrition, food and agriculture; 

(b) the improvement of education and administration rela
ting to nutrition, food and agriculture, and the spread of 
public knowledge of nutritional and agricultural scienee and 
practice; 

(c) the conservation of natural resources and the adoption 
of improved methods of agricultural production; 

(d) the improvement of the processing, marketing, and 
distribution of food and agricultural products; 

(e) the adoption of policies for the provision of adequate 
agricultural credit, national and international; 

(ƒ) the adoption of international policies with respect to 
agricultural commodity arrangements. 

3. I t shall also be the function of the Organization 
(a) to furnish such technical assistance as governments 

may request; 
(/;) (o organize, in cooperation with the governments con

cerned, such missions as may be needed to assist them to 
fulfil the obligations arising from their acceptance of the recom
mendations of the United Nations Conference on Food and 
Agriculture ; and 

(c) generally to take all necessary and appropriate action 
io implemenl the purposes of the Organization as set forth in 
tli.' Preamble. 

Article II 

Membership 

1. The original Members of the Organization shall be such 
oi' the nations specified in Annex I as accept this Constitution 
in accordance with fche provisions of Article XXI. 

L'. Additional Members may be admitted to the Organiza
tion by a vote concurred in by a two-thirda majority of all the 
members oi' the Conference and upon acceptance of tliis Con
fititution as in force at the time of adrnission. 

Article I I I . 

The Conference 
1. There shall be a Conference of the Organization in which 

each Member nation shall be represented by one member. 

2. Each Member nation may appoint an alternate, asso
ciates, and advisers to its member of the Conference. The 
Conference may make rules concerning the participation of 
alternates, associates, and advisers in its proceedings, but any 
such participation shall be without the right to vote except 
in the case of an alternate or associate participating in the 
place of a member. 

3. No member of the Conference may represent more than 
one Member nation. 

4. Each Member nation shall have only one vote. 

5. The Conference may invite any public international 
organization which has responsibilities related to those of the 
Organization to appoint a representative who shall participate 
in its meetings on the conditions prescribed by the Conference. 
No such representative shall have the right to vote. 

6. The Conference shall meet at least once in every year. 

7. The Conference shall elect its own officérs, regulate its 
own procedure, and make rules governing the convocation of 
sessions and the determination of agenda. 

8. Except as otherwise expressly provided in this Con
stitution or by rules made by the Conference, all matters shall 
be decided by the Conference by a simple majority of the 
votes cast. 

Article IV 

Functions of the Conference 

1. The Conference shall determine the policy and approve 
the budget of the Organization and shall exercise the other 
powers conferred upon it by this Constitution. 

2. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes cast make recommendations concerning questions relating 
to food and agriculture to be submitted to Member nations for 
consideration with a view to impleinentation by national action. 

3. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of the 
votes cast submit conventions concerning questions relating 
to food and agriculture to Member nations for consideration 
with a view to their acceptance by the appropriate constituti
onal procedure. 

4. The Conference shall make rules laying down the proce
dure to bc Eollowed to secure: 

(a) proper consultation with governments and adequate 
technical preparation prior to consideration by the Conference 
of proposed recommendations and conventions; and 

(b) proper consultation with governments in regard to rela
tions between the Organization and national institutions or 
private persons. 

5. The Conference may make recommendations to any 
public international organization regarding any matter per
taining to the pnrpose of the Organization. 

6. The Conference may by a two-thirds majority of the votes 
cast agree to discharge any other functions consistent with the 
purposes of the Organization which may be assigned to it by 
governments or provided for by any arrangement between the 
Organization and any other public international organization. 
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Article V 

The Executivc Committee 

1. The Conference shall appoint an Executive Committee 
consisting of not less than nine or more than fifteen members 
or alternate or associate members of the Conference or their 
advisers who are qualified by administrative experience or 
other special qualifications to contribute to the attainment of 
the purpose of the Organization. There shall be not more than 
one member from any Member nation. The tenure and other 
conditions of office of the members of the Executive Committee 
shall be subject to rules to be made by the Conference. 

2. Subject to the provisions of paragraph 1 of this Article, 
the Conference shall have regard in appointing the Executive 
Committee to the desirability that its membership should 
reflect as varied as possible an experience of different types 
of economy in relation to food and agriculture. 

3. The Conference may delegate to the Executive Commit
tee such powers as it may determine, with the exception of the 
powers set forth in paregraph 2 of Article II , Article IV, para
graph 1 of Article VII , Article XII I , and Article XX of this 
Constitution. 

4. The members of the Executive Committee shall exereise 
the powers delegated to them by the Conference on behalf of 
the whole Conference and not as representatives of their res
pective governments. 

5. The Executive Committee shall appoint its own officers 
and, subject to any decisions of the Conference, shall regulate 
its own procedure. 

Article VI 

Other Committees and Conferences 

1. The Conference may establish technical and regional stan
ding committees and may appoint committees to study and 
report on any matter pertaining to the purpose of the Organi
zation . 

2. The Conference may convene general, technical, regional, 
or other special conferences and may provide for the represen
tation at such conferences, in such manner as it may deter
mine, of national and international bodies concerned with 
nutrition, food and agriculture. 

Article VII 

The Dircctor-General 

1. There shall be a Director-General of the Organization 
who shall be appointed by the Conference by such procedure 
and on such terms as it may determine. 

2. Subject to the general supervision of the Conference and 
its Executive Committee, the Directer General shall have full 
power and authovity to direct the wovk of the Organization. 

3. The Director-General or a representative designated by 
hini shall participate, without the right to vote, in all meetings 
n!' tin' Conference and <>f its Executive Committee and shall 
formulate for considevation by the Conference and the Executive 
Committee proposals for appropriate action in regard to matters 
coming before them. 

Article VIII 

Staff 

1. The staff of the Organization shall be appointed by the 
Director-General in accordance with such procedure as may be 
determined by rules made by the Conference. 

2. The staff of the Organization shall bc responsible to the 
Director-General. Their responsibilities shall by exclusively inter
national in character and they shall not seekor receive instruc
t ions in regard to the discharge I hereof from any authority exter
nal to the Organization. The Member nations undertake fully 
to respect the international character of the responsibilities of 
the staff and not to seek to influence any of their nationale in 
the discharge of such responsibilities. 

3. In appointing the staff the Director-General shall, subject 
to the paramount importance of securing the highest standards 
of efficiency and of technical competence, pay due regard t o \ h e 
importance of selecting personnel recruited on as wide a geogra
phical basis as is possible. 

4. Each Member nation undertakes, insofar as it may be 
possible under its constitutional procedure, to accord to the 
Director-General and senior staff diplomatic privileges and im
munities and to accord to other members of the staff all facilities 
and immunitics accorded to non-diplomatic personnel attached 
to diplomatic missions, or alternatively to accord to such other 
members of the staff the immunities and facilities which may 
hereafter be accorded to equivalent members of the staffs of 
other public international organizations. 

Article IX 

Seat 

The seat of the Organization shall be determined by the Con
ference. 

Article X 

Regional and Liaison Offices 

1. There shall be such regional offices as the Director-General 
with the approval of the Conference may decide. 

2. The Director-General may appoint officials for liaison 
with particular countries or areas subject to the agreement of 
the government concerned. 

Article XI 

Il( poris by Members 

1. Each Member nation shall communicate periodically to 
the Organization reports on the progress made toward achicving 
the purpose of the Organization set forth in the Preamble and 
on the action taken on the basis of recommendations made and 
conventions submitted by the Conference. 

2. These reports shall be made at such times and in such 
form and shall contain such particulars as the Conference may 
request. 

3. The Director-General shall submit these reports, together 
with analyses t hereof, to the Conference and shall publish such 
reports and analyses as may be approved for publication by 
the Conference together with any reports relating thereto 
adopted by the Conference. 

4. The Director-General may request any Member nation 
to submit information relating to the purpose of the Organi
zation. 

5. Each Member nation shall, on request, communicate to 
the Organization, on publication, all laws and regulations and 
official reports and statistica conceming nutrition, food and 
agricull UIT. 

Article Xll 

Coo[)cration with Other Organizations 

1. In order to provide lor close cooperatioh between the Or
ganization and other public international organizations with 
related responsibilities, the Conference may, subject to the 
provisions of Article XILI. enter into agreements with the 
competent authorities of such organizations defining the distri
bution oi responsibilities and methods of cooperation. 

2. The Director-General may. subject to any decisions of 
the Conference, enter into agreements with other public inter
national organizations for the luaintenance of eomnion services, 
foi common arrangements in regard to recruitment, training, 
conditions of service, ind other related matters, and for inter
changes of staff. 
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Article XI I I 

Relation to Any General World Organization 

1. The Organization sball, in acoordance with the proce
dure provided for in the following paragraph, constitute a part 
of any general international organization to which may be 
entrusted the coordination of the activities of international 
organizations with specialized responsibilities. 

2. Arrangeinents for defining the relations between the 
Organization and any sueh general organization shall be sub
ject to the approval of the Conference. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of Article XX, such arrangements may, if approved 
by the Conference by a two-thirds majority of the votes cast, 
involve modification of the provisions of this Constitution: 
Provided tha t no such arrangements shall modify the pur
poses and limitations of the Organization as set forth in this 
Constitution. 

The Conference may approve arrangements placing other 
public international organizations dealing with questions rela
ting to food and agriculture under the general authority of the 
Organization on such terins as may be agreed with the com
petent authorities of the organization concerned. 

Article XV 

Legal Status 

1. The Organization shall have the capacity of a legal 
person to perform any legal act appropriate to its purpose 
which is not beyond the powers granted to it by this Consti
tution. 

2. Each Member nation undertakes, insofar as it may be 
possible under its constitutional procedure, to accord to the 
Organization all the immunities and facilities which it accords 
to diplomatic missions, including inviolability of premises and 
archives, immunity from suit, and exemptions from taxation. 

3. The Conference shall make provision for the determination 
by an administrative tribunal of disputes relating to the condi
tions and terms of appointments of members of the staff. 

Article XVI 

Fish and Forcst Products 

In this Constitution the term „agriculture" and its derivatives 
include fisheries, marine products, forestry, and primary forestry 
products. 

Article XVII 

Interpretation of Constitution 

Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this 
Constitution or any international convention adopted thereunder 
shall be referred for determination to an appropriate international 
eourt or arbitral tribunal in the manner prescribed by rules to be 
adopted by the Conference. 

Article XVIII 

Expenses 

1. Subject to the provisions of Article XXV, the Director
General shall submit to the Conference an annual budget covering 
the antioipated expenses of the Organization. Upon approval of 
a budget the total amount approved shall be allocated among the 
Member nations in proportions determined, from time to time, 
by the Conference. Each Member nation undertakes, subject to 
the requirements of its constitutional procedure, to contribute 
to the Organization promptly its share of the expenses so 
determined. 

2. Each Member nation shall, upon its acceptance of this 
Constitution, pay as its first contribution its proportion of the 
annual budget for the current financial year. 

3. The financial year of the Organization shall be July 1 to 
June 30 unless the Conference should otherwise determine. 

Article XIX 

Withdrawal 

Any Member nation may give notice of withdrawal from the 
Organization at any time after the expiration of four years from 
the date of its acceptance of this Constitution. Such notice shall 
take effect one year after the date of its communication to the 
Director-General of the Organization subject to the Member 
nation's having at that time paid its annual contribution for each 
year of its membership including the financial year following the 
date of such notice. 

1. Amendments to this Constitution involving new obligations 
for Member nations shall require the approval of the Conference 
by a vote concurred in by a two-thirds majority of all the mem
bers of the Conference and shall take effect on acceptance by 
two-thirds of the Member nations for each Member nation accep
ting the amendment and thereafter for each remaining Member 
nation on acceptance by it. 

2. Other amendments shall take effect on adoption by the 
Conference by a vote concurred in by a two-thirds majority of all 
the members of the Conference. 

Article XXI 

Entry into Force of Constitution 

1. This Constitution shall be open to acceptance by the 
nations specified in Annex I. 

2. The instruments of acceptance shall be transmitted by 
each government to the United Nations Inter im Commission 
on Food and Agriculture, which shall notify their receipt to 
the governments of the nations specified in Annex I. Accept
ance may be notified to the Interim Commission through a 
diplomatic representative, in which case the instruments of 
acceptance must be transmitted to the Commission as soon 
as possible thereafter. 

3. Upon the receipt by the Interim Commission of twenty 
notifications of acceptance the Interim Commission shall ar
range for this Constitution to be signed in a single copy by the 
diplomatic representatives, duly authorized thereto, of the 
nations who shall have notified their acceptance, and upon 
being so signed on behalf of not less than twenty of the na
tions specified in Annex I this Constitution shall come into 
force immediately. 

4. Acceptances the notification of which is received after 
the eutry into force of this Constitution shall become effective 
upon receipt by the Interim Commission or the Organization. 

Article XXII 

First Session of the Conference 

The United Nations Interim Commission on Food and Agri
culture shall convene the first session of the Conference to 
meet at a suitable date after the entry into force of this 
Constitution. 

Article XXIII 

Languages 

Pending the adoption by the Conference of any rules regar
ding languages, the business of the Conference shall be trans
acted in English. 

Article XIV 

Supervision of Other Organization 

Article XX 

Amendment of Constitution 
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Article XXIV 

Temporary Seat 

The temporary seat of the Organization shall be at Washing
ton unless the Conference should otherwise determine. 

Article XXV 

First Financial Year 

The following exceptional arrangements shall apply in 
respect of the financial year in which this Constitution comes 
into force: 

(a) the budget shall be the provisional budget set forth in 
Annex I I to this Constitution; and 

(b) the amounts to be contributed by the Member nations 
shall be in the proportions set forth in Annex I I to this 
Constitution: Provided that each Member nation may deduct 
therefrom the amount already contributed by it toward the 
expenses of the Interim Commission. 

Article XXVI 

Dissolution of the Interim Commission 

On the opening of the first session of the Conference, the 
United Nations Interim Commission on Food and Agriculture 
shall be deemed to be dissolved and its records and other 
property shall become the property of the Organization. 

ANNEX I I 

Budget for the First Financial Year » 
The provisional budget for the first financial year shall be a 

sum of 2,500,000 U. S. dollars, the unspent balance of which 
shall constitute the nucleus of a capital fund. 

This sum shall be contributed by the Member nations in the 
following proportions: 

ANNEX I 

Nations Eligible for 

Australia 
Belgium 
Bolivia 
Brazil 

Canada 
Chile 
China 
Colombia 

Costa Rica 
Cuba 
Czeehoslovakia 

Denmark 
Dominican Eepublic 
Ecuador 
Egypt 
El Salvador 
Ethiopia 
France 
Greece 

Buatemala 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Iceland 

Original Membership 

India 
Iran 

Iraq 
Liberia 
Luxembourg 

Mexico 
Netherlands 
New Zealand 
Nicaragua 
Norway 
Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippine Commonwealth 
Poland 
Union of South Africa 
Union of Soviet Socialist Repu

blies 

United Kingdom 
United States of America 
Uruguay 

Venezuela 

Yugoalavia 

Per cent 

Australia 3.33 
Belgium 1.28 
Bolivia 29 
Brazil 3.46 
Canada 5.06 
Chile 1.15 
China 6.50 
Colombia 71 
Costa Bica .05 
Cuba .71 
Czeehoslovakia 1.40 
Denmark .62 
Dominican Republic .05 
Ecuador .05 
Egypt 1.73 
El Salvador 05 
Ethiopia 29 
France 5.69 
Greece .38 
Guatemala .05 
Haiti 05 
Honduras .05 
Iceland .05 
India 4.25 
Iran .71 

Per cent 
Iraq .44 
Liberia .05 
Luxembourg .05 
Mexico 1.87 
Netherlands 1.38 
New Zealand 1.15 
Nicaragua .05 
Norway 62 
Panama .05 
Paraguay .05 
Peru 71 
Philippines .25 
Poland 1.19 
Union of South Africa 2.31 
U.S .S .E 8.00 
United Kingdom 15.00 
U.S.A 25.00 
Uruguay .58 
Venezuela .58 
Yugoslavia .71 
Provision for new 

Members 2.00 

Total 100.00 

Done at Quebec, Canada, this sixteenth day of October, one 
thousand nine hundred and forty-five, in the English language, 
in a single copy which will be deposited in the archives of the 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and 
of which authenticated copies will be transmitted by the Direc
tor-General to the governments of the nations enumerated in 
Annex I to this Constitution and of Members admitted to the 
Organization by the Conference in accordance with the provi
sions of Article I I . 

In witness ivhereof we have appended our signatures: 

For Australia: 

A L F R E D THORPE STIRLING. 

For the Kingdom of Belgium: 
ARTHUR WAUTERS. 

For Bolivia: 

V. ANDRADE. 
Sujeto a ratificación de acuerdo a la eonstitución. 

For Brazil: 
LOURIVAL FONTES. 

For Canada: 

J A M E S G. GARDINER. 

For Chile: 

For China: 
P. W. TSOU. 

For Colombia: 
The Plenipotentiary of Colombia signs the present agreement 

ad refendendum, subject to ratification in accordance with 
Colombian constitutional procedure. 

GUILLERMO E L I S E O SUAREZ. 

For Costa Rica: 
For Cuba: 

ENBIQUB PEREZ-CISNEROS. 
Suujeto a aprovación por el Senado. 

Handelingen der Btaten-Generaal. Bijlagen. 194(5—1947. 
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For Czechoslovakia: 
FBANTISEK PAVLASEK. 

Por Denmark: 
H E N D R I K D E KAUFFMANN. 

Por the Dominiean Eepublic: 
MARIO E. DE MOYA. 

Por Ecuador: 
L. N. PONCE. 

Sujeto a ratificaeión de acuerdo la Constitueión Ecuatoriana. 

Por Egypt : 

ANI8 AZEH, 

Por El Salvador: 

Por Ethiopia: 

For France: 
C. TANGUY—PRIGENT. 
ANDEË MAYEE. 

For Greece: 
NICHOLAS G. LELY. 

For Guatemala: 
E N E I Q U E LOPES-HEBBABTE, 

ad referendum. 

For Hait i : 
E. BAKEE. 

For Honduras: 
JULIAN E. CACEEES. 

For Iceland: 
Ï H O E T H O E S . 

For India: 
GIE.IA SHANKAEBAJPAI. 

Por Iran: 

For Iraq: 
ALI JAWDAT. 

For Liberia: 
F . A. P E I C E . 

For the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg: 
H U G U E S L E GALLAIS. 

For Mexico: 
MANUEL J . ZEVADA. 

Subject to ratification in acoordance with the Mexican Con
stitution. 

For the Kingdom of the Netherlands: 
S. L. MANSHOLT. 

:n Landbouworganisatie dei Vereenigde Naties. 

For New Zealand: 

DAY1D WILSON. 

For Nicaragua: 
ALBEETO SEVILLA SACASA, 

ad referendum. 

For the Kingdom of Norway: 
ANDEES FJELSTAD. 

For Panama: 
J U L I O E. H E U E T E M A T T E . 

For Paraguay: 
For Peru: 

J. CHAVEZ, 
ad referendum. 

For the Phillippine Commonwealth: 
MAXIMO KALAW. 

For Poland: 
ST. MIKOLA.JCZYK. 

Por the Union of South Africa: 
P . E . VIJOEN. 

Por the Union of Soviet Socialist Eepublics: 

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland: 

E O G E E MAKINS. 
On signing the present constitution, I declare that the 

acceptance of the constitution by the government of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland includes all 
colonies and overseas territories of His Majesty, and all terri
tories under His Majesty's Protection, or in respect of which 
His Majesty has accepted a mandate from the League of 
Nations which is being exercised by His Government in the 
United Kingdom. 

For the United States of America: 
CLINTON P . ANDEESON. 

For Uruguay: 
JUAN F E L I P E YEIAET. 

Ad referendum de ratificaeión legislativa de acuerdo a las 
disposiciones constitucionales correspondientes. 

For Venezuela: 

M. A. FALCON-BEIEENO. 

The Plenipotentiary of Venezuela signed the present agree
ment ad referendum and therefore it will not become effective 
with respect to Venezuela until ratified by the public powers 
of the nation in accordance with Venezuelan constitutional 
procedure. 

Por Yugoslavia: 


