
 
 
   
 
 
 
 

MINISTÈRE DES AFFAIRES ÉTRANGÈRES DU ROYAUME DES PAYS-BAS 
LA HAYE 

 
CONVENTION SUR LE RECOUVREMENT INTERNATIONAL DES ALIMENTS DESTINÉS 

AUX ENFANTS ET À D’AUTRES MEMBRES DE LA FAMILLE 
 (La Haye, le 23 novembre 2007) 

 
 

Notification conformément à l'article 65 de la Convention 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE 
 
Royaume Uni, 28-12-2018 
 
(s.)  Nick Heath 
 
Conformément à l’article 58, premier paragraphe, la Convention a été signée par le Royaume Uni le 
28 décembre 2018. 
 
RATIFICATION 
 
Royaume Uni, 28-12-2018 
 
Conformément à son article 60, deuxième paragraphe, sous a, la Convention entrera en vigueur 
pour le Royaume Uni le 1er avril 2019. 
 
 

La Haye, le 2 janvier 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Les notifications dépositaires sont accessibles en ligne sur le site Web du Ministère des Affaires étrangères du 
Royaume des Pays-Bas, à l’adresse https://treatydatabase.overheid.nl. 
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS 
THE HAGUE 

 
CONVENTION ON THE INTERNATIONAL RECOVERY OF CHILD SUPPORT AND OTHER FORMS 

OF FAMILY MAINTENANCE 
(The Hague, 23 November 2007) 

 
 

Notification pursuant to Article 65 of the Convention 
 
 
 
SIGNATURE 
 
United Kingdom, 28-12-2018 
 
(sd.)  Nick Heath 
 
In accordance with its Article 58, first paragraph, the Convention was signed by the United 
Kingdom on 28 December 2018. 
 
 
 
RATIFICATION 
 
United Kingdom, 28-12-2018 
 
The Convention will, in accordance with its Article 60, second paragraph, sub-paragraph a, enter 
into force for the United Kingdom on.1 April 2019. 
 
With the following declarations and reservations: 
 
Declaration referred to in Article 2(3) of the Convention 
 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland declares that it will extend the 
application of Chapters II and III of the Convention to spousal support.  
 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland reservation at the time of the approval of the 
Hague Convention of 23 November 2007 on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other 
Forms of Family Maintenance (‘the Convention’) in accordance with Article 62 thereof  
 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland makes the following reservation 
provided for in Article 44(3) of the Convention:  
 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland object to the use of French in 
communications between Central Authorities.  
 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland declarations at the time of the approval of 
the Hague Convention of 23 November 2007 on the International Recovery of Child Support and 
Other Forms of Family Maintenance (‘the Convention’) in accordance with Article 63 thereof  
 
Declarations referred to in Article11 (1) (g) of the Convention  
 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland declares that, an application other than 
an application under Article 10(1)(a) and (2)(a) of the Convention shall include the information or 
documents specified below: 
 



The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:  
 
Application under Article 10(1) (b)  
England and Wales  
Original and/or certified copy of decision; Certificate of enforceability; Statement of Arrears; 
Document stating that the debtor appeared at the original hearing and if not, document attesting 
that debtor had been notified and served of those proceedings or that he was notified of the 
original decision and was given opportunity to defend or appeal; Statement as to whereabouts of 
debtor - residential and employment; Statement as to identification of debtor; Photograph of 
debtor, if available; Document indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free legal 
aid; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from 
school/college if applicable; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable. Certified copy order 
or other instrument evidencing the dissolution of the marriage or other relationship, if applicable.  
 
Scotland  
Original and/or certified copy of decision; Certificate of enforceability; Statement of Arrears; 
Document stating that the debtor appeared at the original hearing and if not, document attesting 
that debtor had been notified of those proceedings or that he was notified of the original decision 
and was given opportunity to appeal; Statement as to whereabouts of debtor; Statement as to 
identification of debtor; Photograph of debtor, if available; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption 
Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Original and/or certified copy of decision; Certificate of enforceability; Statement of Arrears; 
Document stating that the debtor appeared at the original hearing and if not, document attesting 
that debtor had been notified of those proceedings or that he was notified of the original decision 
and was given opportunity to appeal; Statement as to whereabouts of debtor - residential and 
employment; Statement as to identification of debtor; Photograph of debtor, if available; 
Document indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free legal aid; Certified copy 
of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if 
applicable; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable.  
 
Application under Article 10(1) (c)  
England and Wales  
Documents relevant to financial situation - income/outgoings/assets; Statement as to whereabouts 
of defendant - residential and employment; Statement as to identification of defendant; 
Photograph of defendant, if available; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if 
applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if 
applicable; Certified copy order or other instrument evidencing the dissolution of the marriage or 
other relationship, if applicable. Copy of any relevant court orders; Legal aid application; Document 
proving parentage if applicable; Any other specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) 
and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Scotland  
Documents relevant to financial situation - income/outgoings/assets; Statement as to whereabouts 
of defendant; Statement as to identification of defendant; Photograph of defendant, if available; 
Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from 
school/college if applicable; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable; Legal aid 
application; Document proving parentage if applicable.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Documents relevant to financial situation - income/outgoings/assets; Statement as to whereabouts 
of defendant - residential and employment; Statement as to identification of defendant; 
Photograph of defendant, if available; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if 
applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if 
applicable; Certified copy of Decree Nisi (interim divorce certificate) if applicable; Copy of any 
relevant court orders; Legal aid application; Document proving parentage if applicable; Any other 
specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Application under Article 10(1) (d)  
England and Wales  
Certified copy of decision relevant to Article 20 or Article 22 (b) or (e) together with documents 
relevant to the making of that decision; Document indicating the extent that the applicant has 
benefited from free legal aid; Documents relevant to financial situation - income/outgoings/assets; 



Statement as to whereabouts - residential and employment of defendant; Statement as to 
identification of defendant; Photograph of defendant, if available; Certified copy of Birth or 
Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable; Certified copy of order or other instrument 
evidencing the dissolution of the marriage or other relationship, if applicable. Copy of any relevant 
court orders; Document proving parentage if applicable; Any other specified documents under 
Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Scotland  
As at Article 10(1) (c) above.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Certified copy of decision relevant to Article 20 or 22 (b) or (e) together with documents relevant 
to the making of that decision; Document indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited 
from free legal aid; Documents relevant to financial situation - income/outgoings/assets; 
Statement as to whereabouts - residential and employment of defendant; Statement as to 
identification of defendant; Photograph of defendant, if available; Certified copy of Birth or 
Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable; Certified copy of Decree Nisi (interim divorce 
certificate) if applicable; Copy of any relevant court orders; Document proving parentage if 
applicable; Any other specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) 
and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Application under Article 10(1) (e)  
England and Wales  
Copy of decision to be modified; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Legal aid application; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of 
child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; Documents relevant to change 
in child(ren)'s situation; Documents relevant to marital status of applicant/defendant, if applicable; 
Copy of any relevant court orders; Any other specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), 
(b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant. Written statement that both parties appeared in the 
proceedings and if only the applicant appeared the original or certified copy of the document 
establishing proof of service of the notice of the proceedings on the other party.  
 
Scotland  
Copy of decision to be modified; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Legal aid application; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Copy of decision to be modified; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Legal aid application; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of 
child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; Documents relevant to change 
in child(ren)'s situation; Documents relevant to marital status of applicant/defendant, if applicable; 
Copy of any relevant court orders; Any other specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), 
(b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Application under Article 10(1) (f)  
England and Wales  
Original and/or certified copy of decision to be modified; Document stating that the debtor 
appeared at the original hearing and if not, document attesting that debtor had been notified of 
those proceedings or that he was notified of the original decision and was given opportunity to 
appeal; Document indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free legal aid; 
Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - income/outgoings/assets; 
Certificate of enforceability; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if 
applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; Documents relevant to change in 
child(ren)'s situation; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable; Certified copy of order or 
other instrument evidencing the dissolution of the marriage or other relationship, if applicable; 
Documents relevant to marital status of applicant/defendant, if applicable; Copy of any relevant 
court orders; Statement as to whereabouts of debtor - residential and employment; Statement as 
to identification of debtor; Photograph of debtor, if available; Any other specified documents under 
Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant. Written statement that both 
parties appeared in the proceedings and if only the applicant appeared the original or certified copy 
of the document establishing proof of service of the notice of the proceedings on the other party.  



 
Scotland  
Original and/or certified copy of decision to be modified; Document attesting that debtor had been 
notified of those proceedings or that he was notified of the original decision and was given 
opportunity to appeal; Document indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free 
legal aid; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Certificate of enforceability; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation; Documents relevant to marital status of 
applicant/defendant, if applicable; Statement as to whereabouts of debtor; Statement as to 
identification of debtor; Photograph of debtor, if available.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Original and/or certified copy of decision to be modified; Document stating that the debtor 
appeared at the original hearing and if not, document attesting that debtor had been notified of 
those proceedings or that he was notified of the original decision and was given opportunity to 
appeal; Document indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free legal aid; 
Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - income/outgoings/assets; 
Certificate of enforceability; Certified copy of Birth or Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if 
applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; Documents relevant to change in 
child(ren)'s situation; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if applicable; Certified copy of Decree 
Nisi (interim divorce certificate) if applicable; Documents relevant to marital status of 
applicant/defendant, if applicable; Copy of any relevant court orders; Statement as to whereabouts 
of debtor - residential and employment; Statement as to identification of debtor; Photograph of 
debtor, if available; Any other specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) 
and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Application under Article 10(2) (b)  
England and Wales  
Copy of decision to be modified; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Legal aid application; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation; Documents relevant to marital status of 
applicant/defendant, if applicable; Copy of any relevant court orders; Any other specified 
documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Scotland  
Copy of decision to be modified; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Legal aid application; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Copy of decision to be modified; Documents relevant to financial situation of applicant/defendant - 
income/outgoings/assets; Legal aid application; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation; Documents relevant to marital status of 
applicant/defendant, if applicable; Copy of any relevant court orders; Any other specified 
documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1) (a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Application under Article 10(2) (c)  
England and Wales  
Original and/or certified copy of decision to be modified; Certificate of enforceability; Document 
indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free legal aid; Documents relevant to 
financial situation of applicant/defendant - income/outgoings/assets; Certified copy of Birth or 
Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if 
applicable; Certified copy order or other instrument evidencing the dissolution of the marriage or 
other relationship if applicable; Documents relevant to marital status of applicant/defendant, if 
applicable; Copy of any relevant court orders; Statement as to whereabouts of creditor - 
residential and employment; Statement as to identification of creditor; Photograph of creditor, if 
available; Any other specified documents under Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) 
and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
Scotland  
Original and/or certified copy of decision to be modified; Document indicating the extent that the 
applicant has benefited from free legal aid; Documents relevant to financial situation of 
applicant/defendant - income/outgoings/assets; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 



Documents relevant to change in applicant's financial situation; Statement as to whereabouts of 
creditor; Statement as to identification of creditor; Photograph of creditor, if available.  
 
Northern Ireland  
Original and/or certified copy of decision to be modified; Certificate of enforceability; Document 
indicating the extent that the applicant has benefited from free legal aid; Documents relevant to 
financial situation of applicant/defendant - income/outgoings/assets; Certified copy of Birth or 
Adoption Certificate of child(ren) if applicable; Certificate from school/college if applicable; 
Documents relevant to change in child(ren)'s situation; Certified copy of Marriage Certificate if 
applicable; Certified copy of Decree Nisi (interim divorce certificate) if applicable; Documents 
relevant to marital status of applicant/defendant, if applicable; Copy of any relevant court orders; 
Statement as to whereabouts of creditor - residential and employment; Statement as to 
identification of creditor; Photograph of creditor, if available; Any other specified documents under 
Articles 16(3), 25(1)(a), (b) and (d) and (3)(b) and 30(3) if relevant.  
 
General  
For applications under Article 10, including Articles 10(1) (a) and 10(2) (a), the England and Wales 
Central Authority would be grateful to receive three copies of each document, accompanied by 
translations into English (if necessary).  
 
For applications under Article 10, including Articles 10(1)(a) and 10(2)(a), the Northern Ireland 
Central Authority and the Central Authority for Scotland would be grateful to receive three copies 
of each document, accompanied by translations into English.  
 
Unilateral declaration at the time of the approval of the Hague Convention of 23 November 2007 
on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family Maintenance 
 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland makes the following unilateral 
declaration:  
 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland wishes to underline the great importance 
it attaches to the 2007 Hague Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other 
Forms of Family Maintenance. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland recognises 
that extending the application of the Convention to all maintenance obligations arising from a 
family relationship, parentage, marriage or affinity is likely to increase considerably its 
effectiveness, allowing all maintenance creditors to benefit from the system of administrative 
cooperation established by the Convention.  
 
It is in this spirit that the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland intends to extend 
the application of Chapters II and III of the Convention to spousal support when the Convention 
enters into force with regard to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 
 
Furthermore, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland undertakes, within seven 
years, in the light of experience acquired and possible declarations of extension made by other 
Contracting States, to examine the possibility of extending the application of the Convention as a 
whole to all maintenance obligations arising from a family relationship, parentage, marriage or 
affinity. 
 
 
With the following Note Verbale: 
 
Her Britannic Majesty’s Embassy presents its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands and has the honour to refer to the instrument of ratification (the 
“Instrument of Ratification”) which it has today deposited concerning the ratification by the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (the “United Kingdom”) of the Hague Convention of 
23 November 2007 on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other Forms of Family 
Maintenance (the “2007 Hague Convention”).   
 
In accordance with Article 59 of the 2007 Hague Convention, the United Kingdom is bound by the 
Convention by virtue of its membership of the European Union, which approved the Convention on 
behalf of its Member States. The United Kingdom intends to continue to participate in the 2007 
Hague Convention after it withdraws from the European Union. 
 



The Government of the United Kingdom and the European Council have reached political 
agreement on the text of a treaty (the “Withdrawal Agreement”) on the withdrawal of the United 
Kingdom from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community.  Subject to 
signature, ratification and approval by the parties, the Withdrawal Agreement will enter into force 
on 30 March 2019.   
 
The Withdrawal Agreement includes provisions for a transition period to start on 30 March 2019 
and end on 31 December 2020 or such later date as is agreed by the United Kingdom and the 
European Union (the “transition period”).  In accordance with the Withdrawal Agreement, during 
the transition period, European Union law, including the 2007 Hague Convention, would continue to 
be applicable to and in the United Kingdom.  The European Union and the United Kingdom have 
agreed that the European Union will notify other parties to international agreements that during 
the transition period the United Kingdom is treated as a Member State for the purposes of 
international agreements concluded by the European Union, including the 2007 Hague Convention. 
  
 
In the event that the Withdrawal Agreement is not ratified and approved by the United Kingdom 
and the European Union, however, the United Kingdom wishes to ensure continuity of application of 
the 2007 Hague Convention from the point at which it ceases to be a Member State of the 
European Union. The United Kingdom has therefore submitted the Instrument of Ratification in 
accordance with Article 58(2) of the 2007 Hague Convention in preparation for this situation.  The 
Instrument of Ratification declares that the United Kingdom will become a contracting party to the 
2007 Hague Convention in its own right with effect from 1 April 2019.   
 
In the event that the Withdrawal Agreement is signed, ratified and approved by the United 
Kingdom and the European Union and enters into force on 30 March 2019, the United Kingdom will 
withdraw the Instrument of Ratification which it has today deposited.  In that case, for the duration 
of the transition period as provided for in the Withdrawal Agreement as stated above, the United 
Kingdom will be treated as a Member State of the European Union and the 2007 Hague Convention 
will continue to have effect accordingly. 
 
The Embassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to the Kingdom of the 
Netherlands avails itself of the opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands the assurances of its highest consideration. 
 
 

The Hague, 2 January 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Depositary Notifications are accessible on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands at https://treatydatabase.overheid.nl. 
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